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ARE YOU NOT
ENTERTAINED?
ALI BRAY

We are back for more

shenanigans! 

 

What can we expect from the

'tricky second album'? We

have a two part interview

with the head of Day Tripper

Development, Ali Downey.

Evo has given us a little

insight to the season in the

first edition of Chairman's

Corner. We have a whats on

in May guide and of course a

quiz! 

 

May is a busy month for the

club, as you will see later on.

Lot's of cup competitions as

well as the senior men &

women games and junior

boys & girls matches.

 

I'm sure I speak for everyone

when I hope that we upset

Birdy and have plenty of

happy hours!  

A SNEAK PEEK
OF THIS ISSUE:
Q&A

CHAIRMAN'S CORNER

QUIZ TIME

WHATS ON

AND MORE..
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Two Part Q&A With Ali Downey
Into the hot seat this month is Frocester Cricket Club's very own Paddy from Emmerdale look-a-like Ali
Downey. Also worth noting that Ali is skipper of our illustrious third eleven.  Let's see what we can learn
from the great man.. 

So Ali without further ado let us get started..
 
What are your expectations for the thirds this season?
 
I go into every season aiming to win the league, no matter what side I am in, that has to be the ambition.
 
But my expectations for the third team this season are to have some fun, enjoy the cricket and be as
competitive as possible. We are trying to create a foundation where good young players really start to
understand and perform in senior cricket so they can progress through the club, while using more
experienced players to make us competitive.
 
I’d like to think all those years trekking down the M5 as captain of the 2s has in some way helped get
them where they are today – a group of good, young, exciting players – and the aim is to keep that
development going in the third team now.
 
It’s village cricket but in each of those teams there are competitive players who make the most of their
ability and we need to be able to match and compete against that. I want us to win on the field and off it
understand the culture of the club and what makes it such a great place to play cricket, socialise and
make friends.
 
It’s a big year for the club all round and we will do all we can to win as many games as we can. I am proud
every time I pull on that FCC shirt because I know what’s gone into it down the years to get us to where
we are. I respect that and I want others to respect it.
 
Because we are Frocester and what we have achieved over the last 30 years never mind the last 15,
everyone wants to beat us, they try 5% harder when they play us so we have to be ready for that and get
stuck in, in the right way.
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Continued
What is one of your favourite memories of Frocester?
 
There are literally too many mention. It’s been a big part of my life for a long time.
 
The party after Lord’s was quite good – the first real time I’d gone for a Heineken at ‘The Shack’! We played
cricket against the dressing room wall in the dark.
 
I’m incredibly lucky – there are loads. The Breezer mountain, anything wind assisted by Don Pearce, great
wins, whisky with Nog and Flyer at a Safari Supper – there are so many on and off the field – and I hope I
have plenty more to come!
 
Tell us about your most memorable match?
 
Again, almost too many mention. As you get older, you cherish every win really.
 
When I was about 15, my best mate and I put on a stack of runs against Chepstow down there in the old
Three Counties. They were a decent side – and so were we. We put on 160-odd I think and although it’s too
far back to remember all the details, I remember the two of us being in total control and as kids that was a
great feeling.
 
We have had some great dust ups with Bridgwater down the years too. We had one in about 2006 down
there when they batted first and got 270-odd. I am pretty sure Nige Riglar and myself bowled 26 overs for
about 80 between us, Rico then ‘River-danced’ from square leg twanging a fetlock and they were pretty
confident of beating us. They were just starting to emerge as a good side.
 
But we got off to a flyer – Tyrell the big Aussie – went at it, Clarkers (he hit a huge six onto the nets I think)
and Wilks carried it on and Evo batted brilliantly and saw us home with Spuddy. It was fantastic.
 
There have been others and you obviously remember the ones you do well in – but there is nothing like
that moment in a dressing room when you are all together having won – it’s a great feeling and why we
play. 
 
The future at Frocester is looking bright, where do you see us as a club in 5 years’ time?
 
I don’t think we should look too far ahead and take it a bit at a time.
 
It’s easy to forget that so much work goes on to keep the club where it is – on and off the field. We are not
going to agree all the time – that’s impossible – but as I said last year lets put the club first, work together
as ‘a club’ and enjoy it.
 
We need to keep encouraging and producing our own cricketers at any level and get the enjoyment back
in. Times and lives change, that is inevitable and it would be wrong to say they won’t, but we have a great
club – the best cricket club in the world – so I’d just like us to all work hard together to make it the best it
can be.
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We welcome back Andy ‘Solly’ Solomons as overseas player for the 1st team and also welcome Charles
Aitken from the Melbourne Club where Chad Trainor and Will Helmke spent their winter. Good luck
chaps.
 
Youth training has started on Mondays for Under 9s, Under11s and Girls and Fridays for Under 13s and
15s. All Stars starts on May 6th. Thanks to all the coaches and team managers.
 
We also embark in a new chapter in the club as after the success of our Women’s soft ball team, we have
entered our Women’s 1st XI into the County Hard Ball League. A steep learning curve for our ladies but if
enthusiasm counts for anything, they will do fine. If anyone could help with umpiring and scoring for
these ladies matches which are 20 over games starting at 2pm on a Sunday please let me know.
 
We are also really trying to push Girls Cricket and welcome Kyra Babbage to the club as coach. Any help
here would also be gratefully received. If you can help in any way please contact our Chair of Youth Wigs
Catto.
 
We have been working hard over the winter to become a Company Limited by Guarantee. This helps us
maintain Community Amateur Sports Club Status and also indemnifies all Committee members and
Volunteers against any liable action. A massive thank you to all who have helped with this but especially
Mark Helmke who has led us through the whole process.          
 
Finally a big thank you to all our Volunteers who make Frocester Cricket Club such a great place to play
cricket and also to socialise.
 
Cheers Evo

Chairman’s Corner
Firstly a big thank you to Ali Bray for reintroducing the highly
entertaining Fros. He has asked me to do an introduction to the
season so here goes.
 
I would like to wish new 1st XI Captain Uzi Quereshi all the best in
his new role. Judging by his start to the season, he believes in
leading from the front, much as his predecessor Nick Trainor who
becomes Club Head Coach. Best of luck to our other teams led by
Sam Birch, Ali Downey and either myself or George Davies. Training
nights have started under Nick on Wednesdays and Dave ‘Met’
Whincup on a Friday. No excuses for poor form chaps get your
practice in.
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Quiz Time
BIRDY
BOWLED
CAUGHT
FOUR
FROCESTER
HERB
HOWZAT
NEV
NOG
PECK
POUNDS
CLOSE
RUN OUT
SHACK
SIX
ST PETERS
THE SHACK
VILLAGE
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Part two of our Q&A with Ali Downey

Welcome back to our interview with Ali Downey.. Due to the lengthy nature of his responses we have had
to split it into two parts! 
 
Now we have some readers questions.. 
 
How did you manage to compose yourself when giving a passionate speech during the tea interval at
Bath when a cricket ball you threw at the table bounced up and hit you on the head?
 
I’d just like to correct you here! It didn’t actually hit me – but flew past my shoulder. I had such quick
reactions in those days I got out of the way…….
 
I don’t often get like that but I was f******** furious! Back then, Bath 2s were our benchmark and we
should have beaten them I thought and gave it away too easy – that upset me because we were better
than that. I did go a bit ‘Fergie’ at the time and when I saw the ball I just threw it. I wanted everyone to
realise how serious I was. It had the opposite affect and it rather lost its impact with the rebound!
 
It was very funny and although there were a few sniggers no body laughed out loud at the time – which
was a good job! I’ve never done it since!
 
What are your views on day tripping?
 
Ah a day trip. You can’t beat them to the seaside!
 
This was perhaps the greatest little sledge I ever had. This is 15 or so years ago I would think down at
Weston. It was a warm day and as being of the fairer complexion, caught a load of sun that clearly glinted
off the wide expanse of white sand and onto the cricket pitch.
 
I seem to remember there were some illnesses and injuries so when we batted it was a bit of a rush. As I
came in – red faced and lower down the order – their skipper said ‘We’re ok now lads. Here come the day
trippers’….
 
It was so funny I laughed myself. It started ok – I punched off the back foot a couple of times and then got
down the end to face leggie Mike Munday. He was a bit too good and my day trip didn’t last long!
 
 On a scale of 0-10, with ten being for absolutely the main reason, how much do you attribute being
ginger to your anger when dismissed at the crease?
 
Ha ha ha! Clearly 0! I am just generally angry when I am out – usually because it’s totally my fault! The
Viking-ness has nothing to do with it – honest!

Thank you Ali and all the very best for season
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Saturday 4 May
1st XI V Biddestone (H)
2nd XI V Cirencester (A) The Park
3rd XI V Frampton on Severn (H)
4th XI V Randwick (A)
 
Sunday 5 May
1st XI V Hatherley & Reddings (H) T20 10:30
1st XI V Winterbourne (H) T20 16:30
U13 V Charlton Kings (A) Cheltenham College Reeves
Upper
GU11 V Dumbleton (A) Dumbleton Cricket Club
 
Monday 6 May
U11 V Bristol YMCA (A)
U15 V Cirencester (A) The Park
 
Tuesday 7 May
U11 V Hawkesbury Upton
U11B V Frampton (A) The Green
 
Thursday 9 May
U15 V Stroud (A)
 
Saturday 11 May
1st XI V Burbage & Easton Royal (A) Red Lion Field
2nd XI V Bourton Vale (H)
3rd XI V Chipping Sodbury (A) The Ridings
4th XI V Cam (H)
 
Sunday 12 May
2nd XI V Painswick (A) Village KO - Broadham Fields
3rd XI V Cheltenham (A) County Trophy -  Victoria
Ground
U11 V Rockhampton (H)
U13 V Thornbury (A) The Ship
Women 1st XI V Charlton Kings (A) Cheltenham 
College Reeves Upper
 
Monday 13 May
U15 V Cheltenham (A) Victoria Ground
Girls U13 V Dumbleton (A) Dumbleton Cricket Club
U13B V Chalford (H)
 
 

Tuesday 14 May
U11B V U11 (H)
Girls U11 V Frampton On Severn (H)
 
Saturday 18 May
1st XI V Thornbury (H)
2nd XI V Painswick (A) Broadham Fields
3rd XI V Rockhampton (H)
4th XI V Chalford (A) Highfield Sports Ground
 
Sunday 19 May
1st XI V Rockhampton (A) County Cup - The
Boundary Field
Women 1st XI V Bristol Phoenix (H)
 
Monday 20 May
U15 V Dumbleton (H)
 
Tuesday 21 May
U11 V Stroud (A)
 
Wednesday 22 May
U13 V Painswick (A) Broadham Fields
Girls U11 V Corse & Staunton (A)
 
Thursday 25 May
Girls U13 V Cam (H)
 
Saturday 25 May
1st XI V Trowbridge (A) The County Ground
2nd XI V Rockhampton (H)
3rd XI V Tetbury (A) Memorial Recreation Ground
4th XI V Eastcombe (H)
 
Sunday 26 May
U13 V Winterbourne (A) St Michael’s Ground
Womens Softball V Stinchcombe Stragglers (H)
 
Tuesday 28 May
U11 V Stroud (H)
U16 V Cam (A)
Girls U11 V Cheltenham (H)
U11B V Hawkesbury Upton (H)

Dates for the diary
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Thanks for reading and be sure to keep up to date using our social media
channels, frocestercc.com and the Frocester Play Cricket site. 

www.facebook.com/frocestercc

@frocestercc

www.frocestercc.com

www.frocester.play-cricket.com

And Finally..
Congratulations to former
Frocester players.. 

Adam Mukasa and Alanna are parents to Otis. I hear
mother and child are doing well while father is still
practicing his cover drives with some ice! 

Former overseas player Cavan Ditchmen married the
love of his life Emma O'Shea over in Ireland. No, ham
sandwiches were not on the menu..! 

Huge congratulations go to Jack Purchase who took
time away from running the country to marry Charlotte. 

From everyone at FCC we would like to wish you all the very best for the future.. 


